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INTRODUCTION

Bristol Bay's lake and river systems produce the largest red salmon
runs in the world, however, all five species of pacific salmon are
commercially caught in Bristol Bay's five fishing districts (see preface
map). Activity is intense during the relutively short season. Issuance
of over 40 emergency orders for varied-length fishing periods during the
one-month emergency order period (from mid-June to mid-July) is not
uncomn1on. Fishing activity commences in early June on king salmon with
most effort concentrated in the Nushagak district. The king salmon run
generally peaks during the last two weeks in June and effort then shifts
to red salmon in all fishing districts. The red salmon run generally
begins during the last week in June, peaks around July 4, and is essentially
over by ~~d-July. Timing of the chum salmon and red salmon r~!s are nearly'
identical, although chum catches are usually sustained an additional week
as red catches diminish. Pink salmon runs occur only during eVen years
in Bristol Bay and again, most effort is concentrated in the Nushagak
district. Pink fishing COmn1ences in mid-June and is essentially over by
the second week in August. Little fishing activity exists after the
close of the pink salmon run. Residents of the Bristol Bay area comprise
the bulk of the fishing effort on the coho salmon runs, which begin in
mid-July and last through the month of August. Peak catches are generally
made from the last week of July through mid-August, but run timing varies
considerably between districts.

Red salmon runs, because of their magnitude and commercial value,
are the target for the bulk of management and research activities and
commercial fishing effort in Bristol Bay. Other salmon species, however,
constitute an important part of Bristol Bay's commercial salmon fishery,
a fishery which has had an average annual first wholesale value of over
$30,000,000 during the past 12 years.

1971 SEASON Sm'h~Y

Management of the commercial fishery, particularily on red salmon,
was especially difficult because the run was slow in developing and peaked
approximately one week later than usual. The red salmon inshore forecast
proved to be quite accurate, however, and escapement goals were achieved
in all rivers (Table 1).

Indices of run development are obtained by in-season analyses of
catch, effort and escapement data provided by the DepaYtment's programs
offshore, outside and inside test fishing, catch and escapement sampling,
enumeration of escapement by aerial surveys and tower counts, and aerial
fishing-district surveys - and cannery catch reports. Data from these
sources are collected continually during the season and the commercial
fishery is managed on an hourly basis.










































































































































































































